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Temporary relief for those affected by the instability in 
the Middle East and Gulf region

On 23 March 2026, the Minister of Home 
Affairs issued a temporary visa concession 
(directive). The directive applies to 
passengers and crew of airlines (affected 
persons) who are impacted by airspace 
closures in Iran, Iraq, Syria, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Oman due to the military 
strikes in the Middle East and the Gulf 
region (affected region). 

This directive is issued in recognition of the 
current realities faced by affected persons who are 
prevented from travelling to or through the affected 
region, and is intended to assist these individuals 
to remain in South Africa legally for an additional 
period without suffering adverse consequences. 

In terms of the directive, the following temporary 
concessions apply to affected persons who are 
impacted by airspace closures in the affected region:

•	 Where their long-term visa is due to expire up 
until 31 March 2026, and provided they meet all 
the prescribed requirements, they are allowed to 
apply for a visitor’s visa in terms of section 11(1)(a) 
of the Immigration Act 13 of 2002 (Immigration 
Act). This application must be made on or before 
the expiry of their current visa, with the proviso 
that no change in an affected person’s status or 
visa conditions will be allowed.

•	 Where their visitor’s visa has reached its 
maximum validity period, and is technically not 
renewable in terms of section 11(1)(a) of the 
Immigration Act, they are allowed to apply for 
the same visa with the same conditions for a 
period not exceeding three months. Once again, 
no change in an affected person’s status or visa 
conditions is allowed.
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•	 Where their temporary residence visa has expired, 
they are allowed to submit a renewal application 
for their visa without first having to obtain a 
Form 20, which is a request for authorisation 
for an illegal foreigner to remain in South Africa 
pending their application for status.

•	 Where they have a visa application pending 
adjudication and may be able to board a flight 
once available, they should not be declared an 
undesirable person for having overstayed the 
validity of their visa.

•	 Where they were unable to depart South 
Africa before the expiry of their visa, and were 
declared undesirable upon their departure from 
26 February 2026 onwards due to the closure of 
airspace in the affected region, they may submit 
an appeal accompanied by reasonable evidence 
to the following email address:  
middleeast.overstay@dha.gov.za 

Importantly, the temporary concession in terms 
of the directive apply only to affected persons 
who are impacted by airspace closures in the 
affected region, and who were legally admitted into 
South Africa through a port of entry. Any foreign 
national who intends to rely on the concession must 
be able to demonstrate that they were prevented 
from departing South Africa timeously due to 
airspace closures in the affected region. 

The temporary concession applies until 31 May 2026 
or until the date of declaration of a ceasefire that 
results in the reopening of travel in the affected 
region, whichever comes first.

Lee Masuku and Taryn York

SOUTH AFRICAImmigration Law

mailto: middleeast.overstay@dha.gov.za


Sammy Ndolo
Managing Partner | Kenya
T	 +254 731 086 649
	 +254 204 409 918
	 +254 710 560 114 
E	 sammy.ndolo@cdhlegal.com

Alex Muchira
Partner | Kenya
T	 +254 731 086 649 	  
	 +254 204 409 918 
	 +254 710 560 114
E	 alex.muchira@cdhlegal.com

Frieda Kishi
Director | Namibia
T +264 (0)83 373 0100
E frieda.kishi@cdhlegal.com

Imraan Mahomed
Director:
Employment Law
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1459
E	 imraan.mahomed@cdhlegal.com

Lee Masuku 
Senior Associate:
Employment Law
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1213
E	 lee.masuku@cdhlegal.com

Abednego Mutie 
Senior Associate | Kenya
T	 +254 731 086 649
	 +254 204 409 918
	 +254 710 560 114 
E	 abednego.mutie@cdhlegal.com

Taryn York
Senior Associate:
Employment Law
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1732
E	 taryn.york@cdhlegal.com

Mapaseka Nketu
Paralegal:
Employment Law
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1178
E	 mapaseka.nketu@cdhlegal.com

OUR TEAM

For more information about our Immigration sector and services in South Africa, Kenya and Namibia, please contact:



CLIFFE DEKKER HOFMEYR | cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL ONE CONTRIBUTOR

Our BBBEE verification is one of several components of our transformation strategy and we continue to seek ways 

of improving it in a meaningful manner.

PLEASE NOTE
This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice. 

Specialist legal advice should always be sought in relation to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr will 

accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication. 

JOHANNESBURG
1 Protea Place, Sandton, Johannesburg, 2196. Private Bag X40, Benmore, 2010, South Africa.  

Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg.

T	 +27 (0)11 562 1000	 F	 +27 (0)11 562 1111		 E		 jhb@cdhlegal.com

CAPE TOWN
11 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001. PO Box 695, Cape Town, 8000, South Africa. Dx 5 Cape Town.

T	 +27 (0)21 481 6300	 F	 +27 (0)21 481 6388		E	ctn@cdhlegal.com

NAIROBI
Merchant Square, 3rd floor, Block D, Riverside Drive, Nairobi, Kenya. P.O. Box 22602-00505, Nairobi, Kenya.

T	 +254 731 086 649 | +254 204 409 918 | +254 710 560 114

E	 cdhkenya@cdhlegal.com

ONGWEDIVA
Shop No A7, Oshana Regional Mall, Ongwediva, Namibia.

T	 +264 (0) 81 287 8330	 E	 cdhnamibia@cdhlegal.com

STELLENBOSCH
14 Louw Street, Stellenbosch Central, Stellenbosch, 7600.

T	 +27 (0)21 481 6400	 E	 cdhstellenbosch@cdhlegal.com

WINDHOEK
1st Floor Maerua Office Tower, Cnr Robert Mugabe Avenue and Jan Jonker Street, Windhoek 10005, Namibia.

PO Box 97115, Maerua Mall, Windhoek, Namibia, 10020

T +264 833 730 100	 E cdhnamibia@cdhlegal.com

©2026 15679/MAR

https://www.linkedin.com/company/cliffe-dekker-hofmeyr-inc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvCNe1IiE11YTBPCFFbm3KA
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/cdhlegal/
https://twitter.com/CDHLegal?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

	Button 21: 
	Button 22: 
	Button 23: 
	Button 24: 
	Button 25: 
	Button 26: 


