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CDH launches innovative Technology & Communications 
service offering with Tayyibah Suliman at the helm

Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr (CDH), one of South Africa 
and Kenya’s leading corporate and commercial 
law firms, continues to evolve with a refreshed 
Technology & Communications service offering. 
This offering is led by the accomplished Sector 
Head Tayyibah Suliman, a Director at CDH’s 
Corporate & Commercial practice.   

According to CDH CEO Brent Williams, this move reflects 
CDH’s commitment to delivering cutting-edge legal 
services in the ever-changing landscape of technology and 
communications. 

“Although we have been active in the technology and 
media space for years, the sector is ever evolving and 
requires an agile and innovative response that enables 
our clients to thrive in this fluid new world. We know that 
Tayyibah will exceed our client’s expectations as she brings 
her multifaceted skill set to bear in their matters. We have 
no doubt that it will be nothing short of spectacular,” 
says Brent.

Tayyibah is a legal luminary with a remarkable 15-year 
career. She joined CDH as a Candidate Attorney in 2008, 
ascending through the ranks by demonstrating exceptional 
expertise in managing intricate technology, media, 
telecommunications, and data protection matters across 
diverse jurisdictions. Her career trajectory continued in 

various executive roles within Vodacom Group, where she 
provided invaluable legal, regulatory, risk, and compliance 
counsel. Notably, Tayyibah served as the Consulting Legal 
Executive, overseeing the legal portfolio for Vodacom 
Business Africa and deputising for the Chief of Legal 
in Safaricom Ethiopia. Her career attests to her global 
perspective and proficiency in navigating international legal 
landscapes with cognisance of the specific challenges 
encountered by in-house legal teams. Throughout her 
career, Tayyibah has consistently provided strategic public 
policy, compliance, and risk advice, emphasising pragmatic 
solutions tailored to the unique needs of her clients. 

“CDH’s Technology & Communications practice is a 
diverse and multidisciplinary team,” says Ian Hayes, CDH’s 
Corporate & Commercial Practice Head, “that aims to be 
a full-service entity, covering historical areas like software, 
hardware, subscriptions, and venturing beyond into 
outsourcing. We are thrilled to have a lawyer of Tayyibah’s 
calibre onboard.”

Key focal areas of the service offering include:

•	 	Fintech: Offering comprehensive legal services in the 
rapidly evolving fintech sector.

•	 	Commercial Technology: developing and advising on 
the full spectrum of technology agreements (including 
cloud, AI, hardware, software, intellectual property, 
and product innovation). 
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Director:
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• 	Digital Media: Addressing the dynamic legal landscape
of digital media and related agreements.

• 	Data Protection: Ensuring clients’ compliance with
data protection regulations and safeguarding their
digital assets.

• 	Telecommunications: Leveraging CDH’s Africa-wide
capability to navigate telecommunications regulatory
matters, expansion of operations, submarine cable
arrangements, and commercial transactions.

• 	Sourcing: support to implement a wide range of
outsourcing arrangements, including technology, FMCG,
telecommunication, and infrastructure development.

The sector offering provides a wide range of services 
in both traditional and emerging technology spaces. 
The team is committed to serving clients across Africa, 
offering expertise in telecommunications and other 
innovative areas.

In the words of Tayyibah, “Our goal is to redefine 
how legal services intersect with technology and 
communications. The Technology & Communications 
practice at CDH is poised to address the challenges 
and opportunities presented by the evolving digital 
landscape, providing strategic and forward-thinking 
solutions to our clients.” Under her leadership, CDH’s 
Technology & Communications service offering is set 
to shape the future of legal services in the technology 
sector, offering unparalleled expertise, innovation, and 
client-focused solutions.
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OUR TEAM
For more information about our practice areas and services in South Africa and Kenya, please contact:

Tim Fletcher
Chairperson
Director: Dispute Resolution 
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1061
E	 tim.fletcher@cdhlegal.com 

Brent Williams
Chief Executive Officer
Director: Corporate & Commercial
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1167
E	 brent.williams@cdhlegal.com

Sammy Ndolo
Managing Partner | Kenya
T	 +254 731 086 649
	 +254 204 409 918
	 +254 710 560 114
E	 sammy.ndolo@cdhlegal.com

Gretchen Barkhuizen-Barbosa
Practice Head & Director:  
Trusts & Estates
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1250
E	 gretchen.barkhuizenbarbosa@cdhlegal.com

Emil Brincker
Practice Head & Director:
Tax & Exchange Control
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1063
E	 emil.brincker@cdhlegal.com

Jacquie Cassette
Practice Head & Director:
Pro Bono & Human Rights
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1036
E	 jacquie.cassette@cdhlegal.com

Chris Charter
Practice Head & Director:
Competition Law
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1053
E	 chris.charter@cdhlegal.com

Muhammad Gattoo
Practice Head & Director:
Real Estate Law
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1174
E	 muhammad.gattoo@cdhlegal.com

Ian Hayes
Practice Head & Director:
Corporate & Commercial
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1593
E	 ian.hayes@cdhlegal.com

Rishaban Moodley
Practice Head & Director:
Dispute Resolution 
Sector Head:  
Gambling & Regulatory Compliance
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1666
E	 rishaban.moodley@cdhlegal.com 

Mashudu Mphafudi
Practice Head & Director:
Finance & Banking
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1093
E	 mashudu.mphafudi@cdhlegal.com

Aadil Patel
Practice Head & Director:
Employment Law
Joint Sector Head:  
Government & State-Owned Entities 
T	 +27 (0)11 562 1107
E	 aadil.patel@cdhlegal.com



BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL ONE CONTRIBUTOR

Our BBBEE verification is one of several components of our transformation strategy and we continue to seek 

ways of improving it in a meaningful manner.

PLEASE NOTE
This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice. 

Specialist legal advice should always be sought in relation to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr 

will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication. 

JOHANNESBURG
1 Protea Place, Sandton, Johannesburg, 2196. Private Bag X40, Benmore, 2010, South Africa.  

Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg.

T	 +27 (0)11 562 1000	 F	 +27 (0)11 562 1111		 E		 jhb@cdhlegal.com

CAPE TOWN
11 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001. PO Box 695, Cape Town, 8000, South Africa. Dx 5 Cape Town.

T	 +27 (0)21 481 6300	 F	 +27 (0)21 481 6388		E	ctn@cdhlegal.com

NAIROBI
Merchant Square, 3rd floor, Block D, Riverside Drive, Nairobi, Kenya. P.O. Box 22602-00505, Nairobi, Kenya.

T	 +254 731 086 649 | +254 204 409 918 | +254 710 560 114

E	 cdhkenya@cdhlegal.com

STELLENBOSCH
14 Louw Street, Stellenbosch Central, Stellenbosch, 7600.

T	 +27 (0)21 481 6400	 E	 cdhstellenbosch@cdhlegal.com
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