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Leadership evolution within the ranks
at Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr

Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr

(CDH) announces significant
leadership shifts in its
industry-leading Corporate &
Commercial (C&C) practice,
and its Mining & Minerals
sector, effective 1 July 2023.

Willem Jacobs, who has led the C&C
team with unparalleled success,

has decided to step down from this
position after 11 years of dedicated
service, to focus on the day to day
running of his practice.

According to CDH CEO Brent
Williams, "Willem's remarkable
leadership has propelled our firm to
success, consistently breaking records
and securing the DealMakers Listed
ME&A Deal Flow award an impressive
10 out of 11 years. This extraordinary
feat speaks to his ability to lead from
the front, both transactionally and as
practice head of the C&C team”.

Additionally, he notes that Willem’s
influential leadership and critical
thinking skills have benefitted the
broader firm, evidenced by his
distinguished service on ExCo,
FinCom, and the Directors Provident

Fund Committee. “We express our
heartfelt appreciation to Willem for
his role in building the very fabric

of the firm. While he steps down
from the role of practice head,

we are privileged to know that he
will continue to serve on ExCo,
FinCom, and the Directors Provident
Fund Committee, providing us with

his continued stewardship,” says Brent.

As Willem moves on from his
leadership position within the
C&C practice, an opportunity
arose to continue his legacy.

To fill these remarkable shoes,
CDH appointed lan Hayes as the
new C&C Practice Head.

lan is a highly respected figure in

the South African market and brings
an impressive portfolio of blue-chip
clients. He has a wealth of experience
in law firm leadership, having served
on ExCo and as C&C Practice Head
of the legacy Cliffe Dekker (and newly
merged CDH) for many years.

“lan’s expertise spans various areas,
including mergers and acquisitions,
private equity, corporate finance,
capital markets, and business
structuring and restructuring.

ExCo fully believes in lan’s
leadership skills, strategic vision,

and passion for our firm," says Brent.

With his extensive experience and
proven track record, Brent believes
lan will drive the C&C practice and
the firm into a new future, building
upon the remarkable work done by
Willem who will play a supporting
role during the transition.

“We are confident that lan will
continue to build the prowess of the
C&C practice, with his client-centric
mindset and his focus on the firm's
growth and success,” adds Brent.
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In addition, CDH's ExCo has
appointed Vivien Chaplin as the new
head of its Mining & Minerals sector.
Vivien joined the firm in June 2020
and has, in a short space of time,
demonstrated an enviable ability to
lead her team on a series of complex
and strategic matters, including ones
of national importance.

“Vivien has a wealth of experience
in the mining sector and apart from
considerable transactional M&A
experience, she has assisted major
mining companies with the drafting
of high value, long-term supply and
offtake agreements, standard form,

and bespoke agreements,” says Brent.

Vivien picks up the reigns from

Allan Reid and Fiona Leppan, who
previously served as Joint Sector
Heads since the adoption of the firm's
refreshed sector focus. Allan and
Fiona will remain involved as advisors,
given their storied track records as
mining sector specialists in their
respective disciplines.

“We look forward to seeing our
Corporate & Commercial practice,
and Mining & Minerals sector go from
strength to strength under lan and
Vivien's guidance and leadership,

as they apply their unparallel
knowledge and experiences to

the exhilarating challenges ahead,”
concludes Brent.

Tim Fletcher
Chairperson

Brent Williams
Chief Executive Officer

Sammy Ndolo
Kenya Managing Partner
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OUR TEAM

For more information about our practice areas and services in South Africa and Kenya, please contact:

Tim Fletcher

Chairperson

Director: Dispute Resolution
T +27(0)11 562 1061

E tim.fletcher@cdhlegal.com

Brent Williams

Chief Executive Officer
Director:

Corporate & Commercial

T +27 (0)11 562 1167

E brent.williams@cdhlegal.com

Sammy Ndolo
Managing Partner | Kenya
T +254 731 086 649
+254 204 409 918
+254 710 560 114
E sammy.ndolo@cdhlegal.com

Allison Alexander

Practice Head & Executive Consultant:

Trusts & Estates
T 427 (0)21 481 6403
E allison.alexander@cdhlegal.com

Emil Brincker

Practice Head & Director:

Tax & Exchange Control

T 427 (0)11 562 1063

E emil.brincker@cdhlegal.com

Jacquie Cassette

Practice Head & Director:

Pro Bono & Human Rights

T +27 (0)11 562 1036

E jacquie.cassette@cdhlegal.com

Chris Charter

Practice Head & Director:
Competition Law

T 427 (0)11 562 1053

E chris.charter@acdhlegal.com

Muhammad Gattoo
Practice Head & Director:
Real Estate Law

T 427 (0)11 562 1174

E muhammad.gattoo@cdhlegal.com

lan Hayes

Practice Head & Director:
Corporate & Commercial
T +27 (0)11 562 1593

E ian.hayes@cdhlegal.com

Rishaban Moodley

Practice Head & Director:

Dispute Resolution

Sector Head:

Gambling & Regulatory Compliance
T +27 (0)11 562 1666

E rishaban.moodley@cdhlegal.com

Mashudu Mphafudi

Practice Head & Director:

Finance & Banking

T +27(0)11 562 1093

E mashudu.mphafudi@cdhlegal.com

Aadil Patel

Practice Head & Director:
Employment Law

Joint Sector Head:
Government & State-Owned Entities
T +27 (0)11 562 1107

E aadil.patel@cdhlegal.com




BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL ONE CONTRIBUTOR
Our BBBEE verification is one of several components of our transformation strategy and we continue to seek
ways of improving it in a meaningful manner.

PLEASE NOTE

This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice.
Specialist legal advice should always be sought in relation to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr
will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.

JOHANNESBURG

1 Protea Place, Sandton, Johannesburg, 2196. Private Bag X40, Benmore, 2010, South Africa.
Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg.

T +27(0)11562 1000 F +27(0)11562 1111 E jhb@cdhlegal.com

CAPE TOWN
11 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001. PO Box 695, Cape Town, 8000, South Africa. Dx 5 Cape Town.
T +27(0)21 4816300 F +27(0)21 4816388 E ctn@cdhlegal.com

NAIROBI
Merchant Square, 3™ floor, Block D, Riverside Drive, Nairobi, Kenya. P.O. Box 22602-00505, Nairobi, Kenya.
T +254 731086 649 | +254 204 409 918 | +254 710 560 114
E cdhkenya@cdhlegal.com

STELLENBOSCH
14 Louw Street, Stellenbosch Central, Stellenbosch, 7600.
T +27(0)21481 6400 E cdhstellenbosch@cdhlegal.com
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INCORPORATING
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