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CDH welcomes multi-disciplinary finance lawyer Johan de Lange 
to its ranks

After approximately four 
years with an Eastern 
European property investment 
fund and developer, 
Johan de Lange recently 
returned to South Africa to join 
CDH where his considerable 
finance law and deal-making 
experience will now further 
complement the existing 
capability of the firm. Ranked 
by both Chambers Global 
and Legal 500, Johan’s track 
record in banking, finance 
and projects legal practice 
spans a period of more than 
20 years, which is buoyed by 
his stellar reputation as one of 
the leading finance lawyers in 
South Africa. 

He has led landmark financing 
transactions with all the major 
Johannesburg banks, several London 
and New York-based banks, and 
financial institutions, including most 
of the American and European 
international development finance 
institutions. Transactionally Johan’s 
experience extends to those areas of 
law where finance law interfaces with 
project development, mergers and 
acquisitions, taxation as well as bank 
and financial institution regulation.

Johan will leverage his full suite of 
finance expertise and experience to 
benefit our valued clients across the 
finance domain. As part of this he has 
been appointed as the Deputy Head 
of our Finance & Banking practice 
where he will play a critical role in 
supporting this well-established and 
dynamic team as they solidify their 
status as leading lawyers in this area of 
law. Mashudu Mphafudi, Head of the 
Finance & Banking practice welcomes 

Johan de Lange 
Deputy Practice Head:

Finance & Banking
Director:

Projects & Infrastructure

Johan’s addition to the team, saying 
“As a client-centric team, we are 
confident that our clients will benefit 
from Johan’s expertise and strategic 
mind-set which complements our 
current high-end service offering and 
synergistic team.”

At the same time, a key aspect 
of Johan’s focus will be to 
provide a substantial further 
project finance capability to the 
existing market-leading Projects 
& Infrastructure sector headed by 
Andrew van Niekerk. Says Van Niekerk, 
“We are excited to have Johan join our 
Projects & Infrastructure group – with 
his substantial finance skills and 
experience added to our existing 
market-leading project development 
capability, we are confident that 
our ability to continue delivering a 
full-spectrum, best-in-class projects 
offering will be second to none in the 
domestic and regional markets.”
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Tim Fletcher
Chairperson

Brent Williams
Chief Executive Officer 

Sammy Ndolo 
Kenya Managing Partner

Brent Williams, CEO of CDH, 
adds “With the renewed focus on 
self-generation/embedded generation 
projects in light of deregulated 
power sectors and increasing power 
shortages across SSA, Johan will also 
bring his unparalleled project finance 
experience to our clients with project 
and project finance service needs 
as well as to assist them to capitalise 
on potential opportunities in power, 
energy and infrastructure projects 
across the Sub-Saharan African region.” 
Van Niekerk agrees, “Johan is well 
versed in this area of law and has 
represented large lender groups on 
several landmark financing transactions 

including on the financing of the Khi 
Solar One, Kaxu Solar One, and Xina 
Solar One concentrated solar plants 
of Abengoa, and the financing of the 
Amakhala Emoyeni wind farm, amongst 
others. He is known for his experience 
and deal-making approach on large 
bank and institutional syndicated 
financings for capital-intensive 
leveraged deals, including projects 
and infrastructure, and with the team 
combinations we will now be pushing 
into the field, we fully believe our client 
offering in this area will continue to set 
the benchmark.”

We look forward to Johan joining us in 
exceeding our clients’ expectations.

https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/people/sammy-ndolo.html
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/people/brent-williams.html
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/people/tim-fletcher.html


OUR TEAM
For more information about our practice areas and services in South Africa and Kenya, please contact:

Tim Fletcher
Chairperson
Director: Dispute Resolution 
T +27 (0)11 562 1061
E tim.fletcher@cdhlegal.com 

Brent Williams
Chief Executive Officer
Director:
Corporate & Commercial
T +27 (0)11 562 1167
E brent.williams@cdhlegal.com

Sammy Ndolo
Managing Partner | Kenya
T +254 731 086 649
 +254 204 409 918
 +254 710 560 114 
E sammy.ndolo@cdhlegal.com 

Gretchen Barkhuizen-Barbosa
Practice Head & Director:  
Trusts & Estates
T +27 (0)11 562 1250
E gretchen.barkhuizenbarbosa@cdhlegal.com

Emil Brincker
Practice Head & Director:
Tax & Exchange Control
T +27 (0)11 562 1063
E emil.brincker@cdhlegal.com

Jacquie Cassette
Practice Head & Director:
Pro Bono & Human Rights
T +27 (0)11 562 1036
E jacquie.cassette@cdhlegal.com

Chris Charter
Practice Head & Director:
Competition Law
T +27 (0)11 562 1053
E chris.charter@cdhlegal.com

Muhammad Gattoo
Practice Head & Director:
Real Estate Law
T +27 (0)11 562 1174
E muhammad.gattoo@cdhlegal.com

Ian Hayes
Practice Head & Director:
Corporate & Commercial
T +27 (0)11 562 1593
E ian.hayes@cdhlegal.com

Rishaban Moodley
Practice Head & Director:
Dispute Resolution 
Sector Head:  
Gambling & Regulatory Compliance
T +27 (0)11 562 1666
E rishaban.moodley@cdhlegal.com

Mashudu Mphafudi
Practice Head & Director:
Finance & Banking
T +27 (0)11 562 1093
E mashudu.mphafudi@cdhlegal.com

Aadil Patel
Practice Head & Director:
Employment Law
Joint Sector Head:  
Government & State-Owned Entities 
T +27 (0)11 562 1107
E aadil.patel@cdhlegal.com



BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL ONE CONTRIBUTOR

Our BBBEE verification is one of several components of our transformation strategy and we continue to seek 

ways of improving it in a meaningful manner.

PLEASE NOTE
This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice. 

Specialist legal advice should always be sought in relation to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr 

will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication. 

JOHANNESBURG
1 Protea Place, Sandton, Johannesburg, 2196. Private Bag X40, Benmore, 2010, South Africa.  

Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg.

T  +27 (0)11 562 1000   F  +27 (0)11 562 1111   E  jhb@cdhlegal.com

CAPE TOWN
11 Buitengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001. PO Box 695, Cape Town, 8000, South Africa. Dx 5 Cape Town.

T  +27 (0)21 481 6300   F  +27 (0)21 481 6388   E  ctn@cdhlegal.com

NAIROBI
Merchant Square, 3rd floor, Block D, Riverside Drive, Nairobi, Kenya. P.O. Box 22602-00505, Nairobi, Kenya.

T  +254 731 086 649 | +254 204 409 918 | +254 710 560 114    

E  cdhkenya@cdhlegal.com

STELLENBOSCH
14 Louw Street, Stellenbosch Central, Stellenbosch, 7600.

T  +27 (0)21 481 6400   E  cdhstellenbosch@cdhlegal.com
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