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'THE DRAFT IMT ROADMAP MAY BE BENEFICIAL TO SOME BUT

COSTLY TO CURRENT LICENSEES'

At a media release held on 1 September 2014, the
Independent Communications Authority of South
Africa ('ICASA') called for comments just days after it
had published the Draft International Mobile Telephony
Roadmap ('Draft IMT Roadmap') on 27 August 2014.

Stakeholders have until 7 October 2014 to submit their
input, comments and representations to ICASA on the
Draft IMT Roadmap. The Draft IMT Roadmap builds on the
Frequency Migration Plan published in April 2013 which
identified the frequency bands employed in South Africa.

The Draft IMT Roadmap seeks to ensure universal
availability of broadband services as well as a vibrant and
competitive telecommunications industry to promote
investments.

In its media release, ICASA stated that "It is generally
known that many rural areas do not have access to mobile
bandwidth indicating a need for a more universal mobile
broadband coverage, a need best served by deploying
lower frequencies that propagate a wider market."

The demand for mobile broadband is growing substantially
and as a result thereof there is tremendous pressure to

increase broadband bandwidth capacity.

The executive summary to the Draft IMT Roadmap

identifies that the ‘key driver’ for the deployment of

IMT Bands is to ensure that it meets the objectives of
'‘broadband for all' encapsulated in the National Broadband
Policy and Strategy, SA Connect ('SA Connect').

The Draft IMT Roadmap therefore seeks to deploy 700
MHz and 800 MHz digital dividend bands and, potentially,
the 450-470MHz band while strongly focusing on Long
Term Evolution (LTE) and identifying the various options
and recommendations for the deployment of the identified
bands.

It furthermore lists the potential migration scenarios and
timelines for the deployment of the identified bands.

The Draft IMT Roadmap should not be read in isolation as
it is designed to support the targets set by SA Connect.

One of the targets set by the SA Connect broadband
initiative is the conversion to Digital Terrestrial Television
('DTT') and the switch-off of analogue broadcasts which is
anticipated to be completed by mid-2015.

Although the Draft IMT Roadmap will have a beneficial
impact on rural communities, current licensees may have

to migrate to the identified and listed IMT bands available.

Simone Gill, Tayyibah Suliman and Roxanne Wellcome

1 | Technology, Media and Telecommunications Alert 10 September 2014



DLA CLIFFE DEKKER
HOFMEYR

C o N TAC T U S For more information about our Technology Media and Telecommunications
practice and services, please contact:

- N Preeta Bhagattjee Simone Gill Tayyibah Suliman
National Practice Head Director Senior Associate
Director T +27 (0)11 562 1249 T +27 (0)11 562 1248
T+27(0)11 562 1038 E simone.gill@dlacdh.com E tayyibah.suliman@dlacdh.com

E preeta.bhagattjee@dlacdh.com

Mariska van Zweel
Senior Associate

T +27 (0)21 481 6345
E mariska.vanzweel@dlacdh.com

This information is published for general information purposes and is not infended to constitute legal advice. Specialist legal advice should always be sought in
relation to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL THREE CONTRIBUTOR

JOHANNESBURG

1 Protea Place Sandtfon Johannesburg 2196, Private Bag X40 Benmore 2010 South Africa
Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg

T +27(0)11 562 1000 F +27(0)11 562 1111 E jhb@dlacdh.com

CAPE TOWN

11 Buitengracht Street Cape Town 8001, PO Box 695 Cape Town 8000 South Africa
Dx 5 Cape Town

T +27(0)21 481 6300 F +27(0)21 481 6388 E cin@dlacdh.com

www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com ©2014 0127 SEF7/14

Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr is a member of DLA Piper Group,
an alliance of legal practices



