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IN THIS | DECIDE = | AM EXHIBITION

ISS U E “| isolated myself because people thought | was seeking attention.

| was sent to Bara hospital more than five times. Every time | was
discharged | experienced rejection from some of my family members
including those | stayed with. People with the same diagnosis as me
must not listen to the nasty things that people say because if they are
not strong enough they might end up being suicidal.”
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| DECIDE = | AM EXHIBITION

The | decide = | am exhibition aspires to

raise awareness around the many
forms of discrimination faced
by people like Thato.

To celebrate our turn in
hosting the exhibit, CDH
held a cocktail event at
our Sandton offices.

“l isolated myself because people thought | was seeking attention. | was sent to

Bara hospital more than five times. Every time | was discharged | experienced
rejection from some of my family members including those | stayed with. People
with the same diagnosis as me must not listen to the nasty things that people say
because if they are not strong enough they might end up being suicidal.”

This is an extract from the life story of
Thato, one of many individuals in South
Africa living with a psychosocial disability.
Despite South Africa being a state party to
the Convention on the Right of Persons
with Disabilities (CRPD), people like Thato
still face ongoing discrimination and our
current legal system continues to follow
an outdated “substituted decision-making
model” in terms of which people such as
Thato are deprived of legal capacity and
are assigned curators or administrators to
make decisions on their behalf.

The | decide = | am exhibition, authored by
Bulgarian illustrator Nadezhda Georgieva
and award-winning journalist and human
rights activist Yana Buhrer Tavanier, aspires
to raise awareness around the many

forms of discrimination faced by people
like Thato. It aims to do so through the
personal stories of sixteen persons who
have been denied legal capacity. It further
calls for law reform in accordance with
Article 12 which affirms unequivocally

that all persons with disabilities have full
legal capacity and are entitled to equal
recognition before the law.

The exhibition features emotive images
by South African artist Daniel Mosako that
piece together the recent death of 141
patients in the Life Esidimeni tragedy.
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Mosako explains his works thus: “ ...[Tlhe
three artworks portray a puppet master
who is manipulating the independence
and will to live of innocent intellectually
challenged people. Unjustly so as and
when the puppet master’s strings snap a
valuable life equivalence is also snapped at
the master’s digression.”

To celebrate our turn in hosting the exhibit,
CDH held a cocktail event at our Sandton
offices (in partnership with the Centre

for Human Rights) where the exhibit was
displayed during the month of October.
Former Justice of the Constitutional Court,
struggle stalwart and activist Zak Yacoob,
delivered a stirring address at the event.

To view his full address, click here.
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https://youtu.be/i30sDu_0AbQ

| DECIDE = | AM EXHIBITION

CONTINUED

The conference brings
together scholars,
researchers, practitioners,
human rights activists,
advocates for law reform,
civil society groups,
policymakers, lawyers and
analysts from across the
continent.

The well-attended event provided legal
professionals, colleagues, clients and the
business community as a whole with an
opportunity to view the exhibition and
contemplate the serious issues raised in
a relaxed and collegial environment.

The event was a build-up to the annual
Disability Rights in Africa Conference that
is being hosted at the Centre for Human

Rights, the University of Pretoria this week,

during which the Pro Bono and Human
Rights Practice will present its paper on
supported decision making in an African
context. The paper will be presented in
a breakaway parallel session on legal
capacity and law reform.

The conference brings together scholars,
researchers, practitioners, human rights
activists, advocates for law reform, civil
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society groups, policymakers, lawyers
and analysts from across the continent.
This year the conference will focus on the
implications of the CRPD for the African
region with particular reference to
article 13 (right to access to justice) and
article 12 (right to equal recognition before
the law) along with the development of
strategies for the effective domestication
and implementation of articles 12 and 13
and the interplay between same.

The exhibition began its South African
journey at the South African Human Rights
Commission and toured five different
organisations throughout the year, and will
end at the University of Pretoria, where

it will be displayed for its final few days
during the Disability Rights Conference.

Tricia Erasmus
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OUR TEAM

For more information about our Pro Bono & Human Rights practice and services, please contact:

Jacquie Cassette

National Practice Head

Director

Pro Bono & Human Rights

T +27(0)11562 1036

E jacquie.cassette@cdhlegal.com

Tricia Erasmus

Senior Associate

Pro Bono & Human Rights

T +27(0)11562 1358

E tricia.erasmus@cdhlegal.com

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL THREE CONTRIBUTOR
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr is very pleased to have achieved a Level 3 BBBEE verification under the new BBBEE Codes of Good Practice. Our BBBEE verification is
one of several components of our transformation strategy and we continue to seek ways of improving it in a meaningful manner.

This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice. Specialist legal advice should always be sought in
relation to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.
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