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The Minister commenced her address advising that the 
Ministries of Public Enterprises and Energy had recently 
met and that soon the Departments of Energy, Public 
Enterprises and National Treasury would also meet to 
sketch a roadmap to assist in strengthening Eskom.

During her briefing the Minister discussed the 
nuclear build programme stating, "In the next few 
weeks, I will outline a comprehensive roadmap that 
will lead us to a firm decision on the nuclear build 
programme." The Minister went further by detailing 
the parameters of this 'roadmap' stating, "Key in 
this roadmap is ensuring that the 29 and 30 year 
old units at Koeberg Nuclear Power Station continue 
producing power for another 3 decades, this will 
involve some life extending refurbishment at the 
power plant."

The detail pertaining to nuclear energy has been 
difficult to digest recently with stakeholders singing 
from different hymn sheets, leaving the ordinary South 
African citizen both bemused and enraged. The 
Minister is clearly looking to approach the nuclear 
energy opportunity with a different set of gloves.

There was a softer touch with the Minister stating that, 
"On IPPs we will focus on ensuring that communities 
derive benefit where these programmes are located." 
Given where South Africa finds itself in as far as 
socio-economic development is concerned, these are 
encouraging words, reminding all South Africans about 
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Ms Tina Joemat-Pettersson, the newly 
appointed Minister of Energy (Minister) got 
off to an electrifying start when she delivered 
a briefing at the New Age/SABC Breakfast, 
held at the Sandton Convention Centre on  
23 June 2014.

the role that IPPs have in lifting communities whilst 
simultaneously boosting the South African economy.

The Minister seems set to re-ignite the flame of the 
biofuels sector, stating that, "time for certainty on the 
regulatory framework on pricing has come and I can 
assure stakeholders that I intend to engage with the 
obstacles to progress on this matter, and ensure that 
they are removed." Stakeholders will be hoping that 
these assurances bear fruit.

Energy efficiency appears to be quite high on the 
Minister's list of priorities as she dealt with this topic at 
length and in detail; referencing solar water geysers, 
regional integration and energy consumption.

The Minister pointed out that the South African 
Government has a set target of installing an additional 
R1.3 million solar water geysers in households over 
the next five years. She emphasised that key to 
reaching these stated targets was the localisation of 
component manufacturing as well as job creation 
during installation and maintenance. The Minister was 
firm on local content requirement stating, "we will not 
compromise on local content requirements."
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Energy efficiency was smartly fused with the much 
spoken of regional integration theme. The Minister 
stated that, "Energy security cannot be achieved 
without regional integration, to this end, we will 
continue to work very closely with our SADC 
counterparts to fast track all energy generation and 
transmission programmes in the sub-region."

A key ingredient to the energy efficiency solution is 
that of energy consumption. The Minister made it 
clear that it was the duty of all citizens to 'know your 
consumption'. She went further stating that, "Once 
this has been done, we need to ask ourselves as to 
whether it is well utilised and whether you cannot 
reduce that consumption."

In respect of electrification, the Minister has committed 
to work closely with the Provincial executives and 
Municipalities to improve service delivery related 
issues. Giving detail on the implementation of this 
ideal the Minister stated that, "this will include closer 
monitoring of the use of the electrification funds and 
investments in the distribution infrastructure."

The oil refining sector also seems set for a 'shake-up'.  
The Minister stated that, "the upgrading of the oil 
refining sector is largely dependent on a firm cost 
recovery framework and in this regard the Department 
of Energy and National treasury will have to provide 
clarity in order to unlock progress on this matter." 
Unfortunately the scope and extent of the 'shake-up' 
will be unknown until the firm cost recovery framework 
has been completed and explained, as necessary.

Recently and particularly in the energy sector, there 
have been more questions than answers, leading to 
a great deal of concern among the ordinary South 
African citizen. The Minister communicated critical 
information in her speech, providing the ordinary 
South African citizen with a revived sense of hope.

Whether or not this electrifying speech will result 
in more mega-watts being delivered to the national 
grid remains to be seen, we should nevertheless take 
courage in the Minister's informative address.

Steven Ndlovu



Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr is a member of DLA Piper Group, 
an alliance of legal practices

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL THREE CONTRIBUTOR

JOHANNESBURG

1 Protea Place Sandton Johannesburg 2196,  Private Bag X40 Benmore 2010 South Africa 
Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg

T  +27 (0)11 562 1000   F  +27 (0)11 562 1111  E  jhb@dlacdh.com

CAPE TOWN

11 Buitengracht Street Cape Town 8001,  PO Box 695 Cape Town 8000 South Africa  
Dx 5 Cape Town
T  +27 (0)21 481 6300 F  +27 (0)21 481 6388 E  ctn@dlacdh.com

www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL THREE CONTRIBUTOR

This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice. Specialist legal advice should always be sought in relation  
to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.

©2014   Feb2014v1

Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr is a member of DLA Piper Group, 
an alliance of legal practices

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL THREE CONTRIBUTOR

JOHANNESBURG

1 Protea Place Sandton Johannesburg 2196,  Private Bag X40 Benmore 2010 South Africa 
Dx 154 Randburg and Dx 42 Johannesburg

T  +27 (0)11 562 1000   F  +27 (0)11 562 1111  E  jhb@dlacdh.com

CAPE TOWN

11 Buitengracht Street Cape Town 8001,  PO Box 695 Cape Town 8000 South Africa  
Dx 5 Cape Town
T  +27 (0)21 481 6300 F  +27 (0)21 481 6388 E  ctn@dlacdh.com

www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com

BBBEE STATUS: LEVEL THREE CONTRIBUTOR

This information is published for general information purposes and is not intended to constitute legal advice. Specialist legal advice should always be sought in relation  
to any particular situation. Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.

Claire Barclay
Director
T +27 (0)11 562 1154
E claire.barclay@dlacdh.com

Jay Govender 
Director
T +27 (0)11 562 1387
E  jay.govender@dlacdh.com

Cara Gilmour
Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1084
E cara.gilmour@dlacdh.com

Zahra Omar
Director
T +27 (0)11 562 1144
E zahra.omar@dlacdh.com

Lyle Horsley
Senior Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1076
E lyle.horsley@dlacdh.com

Emma Dempster
Senior Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1194
E emma.dempster@dlacdh.com

Jurg van Dyk
Director
T +27 (0)11 562 1216
E jurg.vandyk@dlacdh.com

Steven Ndlovu
Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1601
E steven.ndlovu@dlacdh.com

Tumelo Ngwenya
Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1531
E tumelo.ngwenya@dlacdh.com

Bianca Pollastrini
Senior Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1123
E bianca.pollastrini@dlacdh.com

Kieran Whyte
National Practice Head 
Director
T +27 (0)11 562 1132
E kieran.whyte@dlacdh.com

CONTACT US For more information about our Projects and Infrastructure practice and services, 
please contact:

Badian Maasdorp
Director
T +27 (0)11 562 1777
E badian.maasdorp@dlacdh.com

Paton Dennison
Associate
T +27 (0)11 562 1369
E paton.dennison@dlacdh.com


