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+27 (0)11 562 1667

tayyibah.suliman@cdhlegal.com

Tayyibah on LinkedIn

Expertise

Corporate & Commercial Law

Agriculture, Aquaculture & Fishing

Technology & Communications

Location

Johannesburg

Language

English

Tayyibah Suliman is a Director in our Corporate & Commercial practice and is Head 

of the Technology & Communications sector.

 

About Tayyibah

Tayyibah is a seasoned legal practitioner with 15 years of experience, managing 

complex technology, media, telecommunications, data protection, mergers and 

acquisitions matters for clients across multiple jurisdictions. She has engaged 

extensively with legal regulatory authorities across Africa and provided strategic 

public policy, compliance and risk advice to clients with an emphasis on providing 

strategic and pragmatic solutions.

Tayyibah joined CDH as a Candidate Attorney in January 2008, moving through the 

ranks to her appointment as Partner in April 2016. She subsequently supported 

Vodacom Group entities in various capacities since 2017 as a Consulting Legal 

Executive, including heading up the legal, regulatory, risk and compliance portfolio 

for Vodacom Business Africa since October 2019 and deputising for the Chief of 

Legal in Safaricom Ethiopia in 2022. In the course of 2019, she also fulfilled a 

commercial executive role for a UK start-up legal-tech insurance company, 

Nuvalaw UK Limited. She returned to CDH as a Sector Head for Technology & 

Communications.

Credentials

Education

Registered with the Legal Practice Council

LLB, University of Johannesburg

BCom, University of Johannesburg

Oxford University Säid Business School Executive Leadership Programme

Experience

Advising and supporting Vodacom Financial Services on the implementation of 

financial services products and platforms, including MPESA and Vodapay.

Advising and supporting Vodacom and its various subsidiaries on the 

implementation of renewable energy projects and associated financial service 

platforms.
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Maintaining regulatory, compliance and public policy oversight across more than 47 territories.

Supporting and advising clients on the implementation of digital media platforms, advertising and the procurement of content.

Advising on multiple outsourcing and technology engagements for major banks in South Africa and the UK. 

Managing the implementation of legal technology in the insurance industry for online mediation and arbitration

Advising on the negotiation and conclusion of large-scale telecommunications infrastructure arrangements for Safaricom 

Ethiopia.

News

From field to firewall: Why cybersecurity is the new frontier for agricultural businesses

Agricultural businesses have increasingly adopted technology across their operations – from precision farming tools and 

automated machinery to artificial intelligence-driven (AI-driven) analytics and IoT-enabled sensors – to monitor soil conditions, 

precipitation levels, livestock health and crop yields. While these advancements have enhanced productivity and enabled data-

driven decision-making, they have simultaneously exposed agricultural businesses to a growing array of cybersecuritythreats.  

Bitcoin is money and capital: Johannesburg High Court deepens the divide on crypto and exchange control

On 1 June 2026, the Johannesburg High Court ruled in Mangundhla and Another v South African Reserve Bank and Others that 

Bitcoin is both “ money ” and “ capital ” under South Africa’s exchange control laws. The court upheld forfeiture orders of nearly R6 

million against two individuals who had transferred large amounts of Bitcoin (approximately 1 680 Bitcoin, worth around R182 

million) to cryptocurrency exchanges outside South Africa without the required treasury approval. The South African Reserve Bank 

(SARB) treated this as an unlawful export of capital and issued a forfeiture order. The applicants argued that exchange control rules 

simply do not apply to cryptocurrency. The courtdisagreed. 

Navigating the legal landscape of agritech contracting

Tayyibah Suliman, Sector Head and Director, and Shanley Webb, Candidate Attorney, in the Technology & Communications and 

Agriculture, Aquaculture & Fishing sectors, were recently featured in the Sunday Times Agriculture Magazine, where they discussed 

navigating the legal landscape of agritech contracting.

Commentary on South Africa’s National Draft Artificial Intelligence Policy

The Department of Communications and Digital Technologies has published South Africa’s Draft National Artificial Intelligence 

Policy (Draft AI Policy) for public comment. The Draft AI Policy was approved by Cabinet on 25 March 2026 and gazetted on 10 

April 2026. Written comments must be submitted by 16h00 on 10 June 2026 to aipolicy@dcdt.gov.za . This alert highlights the key 

elements of the Draft AI Policy and outlines the issues that organisations should consider when assessing its impact on their current 

and planned use of AI.

Swipe, scroll, sue: How big tech got caught in the algorithm trap

In K.G. v. Meta Platforms, Inc. (4:25-cv-02691) District Court, N.D. California, a landmark judgment was passed down in the Los 

Angeles Superior Court when the jury ruled in favour of a claimant who lodged a claim against social media giants, Google 

(YouTube), Meta, TikTok and Snap. The claimant was a 20-year-old woman who claimed that her addiction to Meta and Google 

caused anxiety, depression, social withdrawal and body dysmorphia.

Videos

Webinar Recording | AI on Trial Navigating legal risks in the age of AI

Watch our team of experts as they discuss the intersection of law and AI and the opportunities it offers. 
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AI in Focus: Legal and Ethical Considerations for Modern Businesses

Watch the recording of a virtual panel discussion on the transformative power of AI.

Regulation of AI in South Africa

Sector Head Tayyibah Suliman from our Technology and Communications sector joined Francis Herd on ENCA to discuss the 

regulation of AI in South Africa.

Podcasts

Lessons from an entrepreneurial journey: Reinvention, resilience and the power of community

In our latest CDH Women's Empowerment podcast series, Tayyibah Suliman, Director and Sector Head, sits down with Hanli Brink, 

Operations Director of the Stellenbosch Network, to talk about her inspiring journey from entrepreneur to community connector.

Women in Tech Law: Navigating the industry and developing trends

In this episode of CDH conversations, Director Tayyibah Suliman and Candidate Attorney, Zachary Kokosioulis discuss the role of 

women within the technology law space, and also discuss emerging trends and corporate practices of the technology sector at 

large.

The impact of AI and the power of streaming platforms in the South African context

All news by Tayyibah Suliman 
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