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Phetha Mchunu is an Associate in our Corporate & Commercial practice. As a

versatile and dedicated legal professional, her expertise spans various sectors,

enabling her to provide comprehensive legal solutions tailored to the unique needs

of each client. Phetha's approach is grounded in meticulous research, strategic

thinking, and a deep commitment to client success.

About Phetha

Credentials

Education

LLB University of the Witwatersrand

BA Law University of the Witwatersrand 

 

Experience

Project Finance

Participated in Africa’s largest baseload renewable energy project, the RMIPPPP,

where she monitored        progress, maintained documentation, and implemented

best practices.

Commercial Litigation

Drafted witness statements, organised evidence, completed electronic filings, and

collaborated with senior attorneys to develop case strategies.

Private Equity

Conducted due diligence, presented findings to investors, monitored market

trends, and developed            comprehensive reports on economic trends and

investment opportunities.

Employment Law

Advised on internal investigations, labor disputes, compliance with employment

laws, and negotiated with labor unions on collective bargaining agreements.

https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/practice-areas/corporate.html
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/sectors/mining.html
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Corporate Investigations

Conducted thorough investigations into corporate practices, ensuring compliance and addressing potential legal issues.

News

The rise of the African unicorn: M&A as a consolidator of billion-dollar valuations

Over the past decade, Africa’s technology and innovation ecosystem has produced a number of “ unicorns ” – privately held

companies valued at USD 1 billion or more. While such valuations are not grounded in traditional balance sheet metrics, they reflect

market projections of scalability, innovation and geography. Once valuations are achieved, they act as magnets for global capital.

The subsequent investment provides these companies with the resources to engage in mergers and acquisitions (M&A), which

consolidate and validate their valuations.

Seized and suspended: Is your mining investment safe from political crises?

Earlier this year, Barrick Gold, a leading Canadian mining company, temporarily suspended operations at its Loulo-Gounkoto mine

in Mali following the seizure of gold stocks by the Malian junta amid an ongoing revenue dispute and an interim attachment order.

The seizure marked a significant escalation in the tensions between Barrick Gold and the Malian Government, which had been

worsening over the past months due to a protracted financial disagreement.

The African junior miner’s playlist: Streaming and royalties on repeat

Welcome to the second article in our series exploring innovative financing models for the African mining sector. In our previous

piece, “ Financing mining projects: Thinking outside the box to unlock Africa’s mining potential , ” we examined how traditional

financing models often fail to meet the unique needs of African mining projects. With the capital-intensive nature of mining and the

challenges associated with securing funding, alternative financing structures are becoming essential for ensuring sustainable growth

in the sector.

Evolving M&A practices in Africa: How SPACs offer a compelling alternative

Vivien Chaplin, Sector Head and Director, and Phetha Mchunu, Associate in our Corporate & Commercial practice, were recently

featured in DealMakers Africa - DMA Q3 2024, where they explored ' Evolving M&A practices in Africa: How SPACs offer a

compelling alternative.'  

Financing mining projects: Thinking out of the box to unlock Africa’s mining potential

The African mining sector, rich in resources but often constrained by financing challenges, is at a crossroads. Traditionally, mining

companies have relied on conventional financing methods to fund exploration, development and expansion projects. These

methods – primarily equity financing, bank loans and project financing – have long been the ‘go-to’ options for raising capital.

However, in today’s volatile economic environment, especially in emerging markets like Africa, these traditional models come at a

significantcost.  

Videos

Think you know mergers and acquisitions

In the second episode of the Clause & Effect Podcast Series, Phetha and Roxanne unpack some of the biggest myths that quietly

shape how deals unfold.

Clause & Effect Podcast Series | BEE and Public Interest in Merger Control

CDH is pleased to announce the launch of its new podcast series, Clause & Effect, which provides listeners with an informed and

engaging view into the intersection of business and law.

JMC Webinar Recording - Raising finance for mining activities

A panel of CDH experts hosted a webinar where they discussed financing options for companies in the mining industry.

https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/publications/2025/Practice/Corporate-Commercial/corporate-and-commercial-alert-25-september-The-rise-of-the-African-unicorn-MA-as-a-consolidator-of-billion-dollar-valuations
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/publications/2025/Practice/Corporate-Commercial/combined-corporate-and-commercial-and-mining-and-minerals-alert-16-april-seized-and-suspended-is-your-mining-investment-safe-from-political-crises
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/publications/2025/Sectors/Mining-Minerals/mining-and-minerals-alert-31-january-The-African-junior-miners-playlist-Streaming-and-royalties-on-repeat
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/publications/2024/Practice/Corporate/Evolving-MA-practices-in-Africa
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/publications/2024/Sector/Mining/mining-minerals-alert-3-December-2024-
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/media/2025/Corporate-Commercial/Think-you-know-mergers-and-acquisitions
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/media/2025/Corporate-Commercial/Clause-Effect-Episode-1-BEE-and-Public-Interest-in-Merger-Control
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/media/2025/Mining/JMC-Webinar-Recording-Raising-finance-for-mining-activities
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Podcasts

Clause & Effect Podcast Series | Think you know mergers and acquisitions?

In the second episode of the Clause & Effect Podcast Series, Phetha Mchunu and Roxanne Bain unpack some of the biggest myths

in mergers and acquisitions (M&A).

BEE and Public Interest in Merger Control

CDH is pleased to announce the launch of its new podcast series, Clause & Effect, which provides listeners with an informed and

engaging view into the intersection of business and law.

All news by Phetha Mchunu 

https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/podcasts/2025/Corporate-Commercial/Clause-Effect-Podcast-Series-Think-you-know-mergers-and-acquisitions
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/podcasts/2025/Corporate-Commercial/BEE-and-Public-Interest-in-Merger-Control
https://www.cliffedekkerhofmeyr.com/en/news/?people=/people/phetha-mchunu

